
Appendix B 

 

Reasons given by schools for not supporting the 0.5% transfer 

 
1. Budget is too restricted especially considering additional Covid-19 related expenditure. 

2. No or minimal benefit to the schools 

3. Whilst progress is being made re SEND / High Needs spend due to new WCC appointments, 
until the measure of success moves towards student outcomes as opposed to comparison of 
numbers of EHCPs with statistical neighbours Headteachers locally will struggle to support 
additional funding within the SEND / High needs block. An ongoing matching of need of 
specialist and non-specialist school places across the county needs to be done 

4. We understand the pressures the LA is under but the schools block funding is ring fenced for 
schools for a reason. That funding should be paid to schools. 

5. I think that schools will not be able to support their special needs adequately. Also it is very 
difficult for schools to access anything other than the minimum to support care plans in 
school- at least that is my experience. 

6. The 7 schools covered by the MAT response was - High needs block needs to live within 
means. This point has been made repeated. 
 

Reasons given by schools for supporting the 0.5% transfer 

 
1. Yes as doesn’t affect the application of the NFF. 

2. Yes – though 0.5% doesn’t seem that much. 

3. We are fully aware of the difficulties that face SEND provision within the LA and accept that 
in order for the needs of children to be met, additional money has to be found. We agree 
that the money should be moved to support SEND provision as ALL schools struggle to meet 
the needs of children who have EHCPs turned down due to lack of LA funds. 

4. I do agree that if there is a surplus, this will be well spent on supporting the high needs block 
and reducing the deficit. 

5. Reading the new proposals the need for greater inclusion it makes sense to use the funding 
to ensure the right support is getting to the right children at the right time. 

6. We agree but we query if this is enough. 

7. Given that the move is to reduce the number of pupils with EHCP, there should equally be 
support of an increase in pupils no longer eligible for EHCPs receiving additional funding. 

8. The impact of a pupil with an EHCP in small schools is huge. Parents like small schools as they 
feel that their child will get more attention but in reality we tend to have fewer 
staff/resources/space to accommodate children’s needs. 


